
COALITION FOR THE FREEDOM OF EUROPEAN FUNDS


Your Excellency Mr. / Mrs. Ambassador…  

Over the years, your country has been a steady supporter of the Romanian civil society and has shown a great interest towards building the mechanisms for a functional democracy in Romania, with the participation of all state actors. The efforts of the country you represent are highly appreciated by the Romanian civil society and we put our faith in your steady support for future initiatives. 

Following a promising start, the last period of the former governance has deepened the communication and partnership gap between the central administration institutions and the nongovernmental sector. Moreover, the little advancement that did happen occurred at a slower pace than anticipated, given our new status as a European Union Member State. Along with the lack of interest in maintaining a proper, open relationship with the civil actors, came the debilitation of the nonprofit sector, due to the lack of support. As one can assume, the present administration has not yet had a proper response to the civil society’s attempts to establish a dialogue.

There are certain aspects regarding the cooperation between some of the state institutions with a role in implementing European Funds on the one hand, and NGOs who managed to access these funds on the other hand, that have to be disentangled and readjusted as soon as possible. During the last three months, inspections with specific target on watchdog NGOs have been initiated. Furthermore, a Public Finance Ministry department – with direct responsibilities concerning the administration of European Funds, which has registered important delays in assigning and implementing the proper procedures – is now acting as an obstacle for the NGOs benefiting from the support of European Funds.         

Under the circumstances, a number of Romanian NGOs gathered under the name „The Coalition for the Freedom of European Funds” has decided to take action on two levels.

First, on February 11, 2009, a member of the Coalition has sent an open letter addressed to the Prime Minister of Romania - Emil Boc, in order to establish an active dialogue between the Romanian Government and the nonprofit sector, thus drawing attention on several aspects regarding the cooperation among state institutions managing European Funds.  

Second, on February 13, 2009, 11.00 AM, in front of the Public Finance Ministry, the Coalition for the Freedom of European Funds set up a protest meeting against the deficient management of the European funds.   

In light of the facts presented above, we kindly ask you to support our cause and assume the responsibility of ceaselessly monitoring the relationship between the state institutions and the nonprofit sector, mainly the manner in which the state understands to coordinate external funds, taking into account the fact that a series of recent actions of the administration go against their previous statements. We believe that steps need to be taken towards clarifying practical matters, essential to the quality of communication and cooperation between the Romanian Governmental and nongovernmental sector.      

Given the active role that your state has played over the years in shaping the Romanian democratic system and supporting the civil society movement, we trust that you will be by our side in this endeavor. 

Our deepest consideration,

Viorel Micescu

Executive Director  

CENTRAS
“Oameni pentru democraţie, democraţie pentru oameni”


